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1. brganizn.tion '

The Albanian Army is cowposed of a Hgs in Tirsva, four divisions
and cne tank brigade. Eech division is formed of three brigades,
“the twelve brigades of the Army being numbered frem 1 to 12. The
division is wmder the ocommand of a general ard the brigade under
a colonel. Hach brigade has thres battalioné, each battaliom
four companies, of which two are infantry, one artillery and cne

aszanlt troops.

b. The total strength of the Albanlan armed forcves 1s placed at
60,000 of whom 15,000 are in the DMP, no% more then 1,000 in
thy Air Force aud Navy, the remeinder forming the Army. The
strongth of & division ie epproximately 5,000, brigade 1,500
2,000, battalion 5-600 and company, eoxcept four the assauld
%Yroops, 120-.1650., The infantry company is formed of four

platoons, each of three squads. In pemcebime the platoon is
The compsuy 1s commanded by a

a.

2ooa
kA f == ocoemanded by a Warrant officer.
TEESQ ceptaing with a lieutenant or second lieutenrnt az deputy
5o= (?:i , cormander.
Y
"'g § :.” 0s Oeneral mobilization would mean the following establishments:

[STETE- : :

sSaf Division 9,000

£ o Brigeds 3,000 -

Y A Battalion 1,000

Company 250

Albania could mobilize about 100,000 men, of whom 30,000 would

be used in the DMP and the remaindsr would form the Army, Navy
and Air Force, as woll as all the serviceas. The present four

divisions could bscome seven or eight at the most in the svent
of an emsrgency. .
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d. Ons artillery compeny is formed of three batteries: One
battery of four or five muns (medium oaliber), usually horsedrawn;
one battery with three or four enti-tank guns of varying caliber;

LassiFicaTion SWBEE—  CoNTROL EW

06/06 CIA-RDP82- 00457R001000380008-5 \% O\(D

Document No.

BQ CHANGE in
DECLAS z
I™gSY §idn

;\ Li uxmi\i




\ /06/06 : -00457R001000380008-5
. vApproved For Release 2000 ! - JadaT -
.~ Y U.3, 0 L3 OIILY :

CENTRAL INTZELLIGENCE IROUP

-2 -

one battery of four or five AA artillery ;uns of varying types
and caliber. Artillery companies have no fixsd esteblisiments
end the mmber of men varies with the mumier of guns, oftten
differing one compeny from another. Artillery sorvices sre per=
formed with mules and carts as trucks are rare.

6. The assault companies are composed exclusively of Communists or
Partisans. They are called "Sulmues” and before being posted to
units attend a specisl six months training course. Scme of these
courses take place outside ths country. They appear to be up to
strength, with 250 men in each company, armed only with automatic
weapons end small mortara.

f. Instructors in the Albanian Army are nearly all Russians or Slavs.
The Russians penorally instruct recruits, while the Slavs deal
with technical subjects and supplies. They wear their normel uniform.

2+ Armement

Numerous weapons of all types have arrived from Russia during the last
few months. The infantry company has 70 perocnt Russian weapons, ine
cluding the latest patterns and 30 percent war booty, Italian or
German. Personal weapons are nearly all aubonatic,

3. Tank Brigade .

&. The Tank Brigade has its headquarters in Tirana and is formed of
about 150 banks of varying types, divided into two groups, of which
the mein one comprises 50 Russian 40«ton tanks of a new nmodel,
recently provided by Yugoslavia, with six Italian self-propelled
guns of unspecified caliber. The other goups have sbout a
hundred tenks, Italian and Germsn, usually salvaged from the battle-
field. Among these are Italian five-ton tanks, Italian medium tanks,
and allegedly ten German Tiger tanks. It has an unspsoified number
of small caliber anti-tank guns, drawn by trucks, which also carry
personnel and stores of the Brigade. The:s are 200 such trucks.

b. The Tank Brigade comes under the direot orders of Armed Torces Hgs.
Its tanks are being used against the Nationalist forces but groups
of the Brigade also perform tasks of political propaganda and ine
timidation. Towards mid-June 1947, immed:ately after the failure
of the mili%tary coup d'etat, a large part of the bripade remained
in Tirana, while the rest of the formation was spread out over
the mein towns. :

d. Locations

Arry Tigs Tirana

1st Div Tirana
lst Bde Tirena
2nd Bde Duragz.o '
3rd Bde Tlons

2nd Div Scutari
4th Bde Soutari
5th Bde Peshkepi. (Epislkop)
€th Bde K 8
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3rd Div Xorce
7th 2de ' Korce -
8th DRde Derat
9th Rde Elb:nsa.n
4th Div ) Tjinolester
10th 3de f1jinokastor v
11th Ddo . " Periwt
12¢th Cde Lrsole
Tank Dde Igs Tirana

Units of the 4th Div have been roved to the inmodiate vicinit},r
of the Greel frontier. :

Defenses
1. ZJoneral
S2l i

Since llarch 1946, all former Italian end Terman delense works have

been repaired by the silbanians., At the present morent all defonses

in tho coastal belt are elficient, and weapons that were damaged or

too old have been replaced by Russian -uns sent by sea from Yugoslavia.
Az a rule Albanien units aro garrisoning those defenses but Russians

and Yuroslavs ere located in some places such as Saseno and the Yaraburum
peninsule (Akrokerawnia Ori). It appears that all activity to reactivate
former defenses has been the wish of foreign powers, which have also
given and still give material, specinlized personnel and arms.

2. Durazzo

Alons the constal belt from the mouth of the Tirzen river, north of
Durazzo, to ¥ep 1 Lasit (Caope Laghi) in the South. all Italien forti-
fications heve been repaired and weapons, oven Itnlian, have hoon renaired
and overhouled. The positions in this croa are mostly onen concrote
ormlocenonts or built in rocl. The open concrete ermplacoments vhich

“heve ~uns ol varying coliber (naval end siere ~uns) have tronches and

at least three or Zour nositions for LA runs with arrunition. These .
positions are rurrisoned by .LlBanian soldiers ond are located as follows:

‘a. 100 meters from the coast at the mouth of the Lrzen, two ouns
in open concrete cmplacerents, one north and “he other south
of the river.

b. Kep i1 Polit (Cape Pala): along tho coast which follows the
peninsule, from Palm to height 36, thore are ums in nine
erplacenents as above, one of which is on the tip of Kep 1 Palit,

c, Spltall area: ‘Jost of this place, on the west side of the hill
betwecen Spittal and the sea, 100 moters from the coast, there
are two emplacencnts us sbove at o heirht of about 50 meters
and avout 100 meters from each other. They have been built
on & terrace dug into the side of the hill ani are easily visible.

d. Teight 184 at Mali NDureit (sic): S.V. of Hei-ht 184 and 100 neters
fron the sem, there are three emplacements as sbove.

e. Point.lest of Durazzo: on the Test side of tue rocky hill vhich
drons down to the sea, .ermlaconents in caves have been dus, coch
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one with an Italian gun (76 mm). The nine emp’ncementa have
been dug in three lines of three, ons above th: other.

f. Duragzo: in the Roman fort there sre threo gurs of unlmown
caliber; thres othera are in emplacements in acnerete, 500
meters N.W. of the Fort. ' : :

g« Restbul: On the Duraszo-Shijakut roed, sbout *wo and ons half
kilometers from the junction with the Duraezo-lavajsé road, there
are two concrete emplacemonts with medium guns north and south of
the road et a point where the rosd enters a cu'ting.

h. North of Sassobianco: in the valley where there is an unnamed
river, near the east side of the Durazzo-Kavaje road, there is
a gun of unknown caliber. This emplacement is in concrate and
a3 well as barbed wire, trenches etc., has 10 emplacements for
AR M8, linked together with trenches. AA s are 20 mm Breds.

i. Dotweon Gezsaraj and the sbove mentioned valley, on e 1line about
one kilometer from the road, there are eipht open concrete em-
placements with medium pguns, about 200 metors :rom sach other at
& height varying from 40 to 60 meters. As well as the usual throe
or four lGs there is alac AL smmmnition.

J. Dotween Gezdara] and Paljamn (sic) following the sbove mn‘hionéd
line, there are five emplacements in conorote 6f which three con-
tain medium coastal pune and AA guns of unkmomm type.

k. The bridge over the Ergen on the Durazzo-Shijakit roed, and the
rollway bridge over the Erzen near Darakja have been mined.

1. The coast bebweer Durazzo end Kep i Lagit is still mined. Mine
lifting is progressing slowly owing to the largs number of acoidents
that have happoned. -

3. Vlone

Owing %o the presence of small lakes in the Vlene area as nabural
abstacles, defenses are few, There are defense woris, however, along
the roads. ’ .

8, The road from Vlcneé to Fier 1s flanked on its ¢:stern side along
the whole of its length by open and covsred cor:rete and stone
emplacaments for Mis and artillery, trenches, birbed virs, ete,
Artillory emplacements are camouflaped and heve commmnication
tronches and dug-outs.

b. Artillery is ohiefly concentrated hotwoen the b.-idge over the
Vijose, which is mined and guarded et Levani. "here are sbout 20
76 mm (ITtalian Maval funs) and Germen 88 1m funi,

¢. In the Leveni-Fier sector, the defenses leave tie road snd follow
the heights to the west of this road. In the Imediate vicinity
of Fier there are also AL batteries. A lock~ou: post with two twin
barrelled AL lgs is sitod west of Pojan, sbout 3500 meters from the
village. '

d. Along the Vlene-Narté road dipgings and barbed 'vire have bsen
’ reported. All defensses north of Vlone are puarded by Albanian
soldiers.
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It is a military avas, from whioch all civilians have teen svacuated,
and is rarrisoned by Russian and Yureslav units. It ia rurored that
larro defenses n.o being built here, which would explain the numerous
cargoos of cerwat and misoollanscus maberial inoluding telephone wire
and pipes o o'l cianetors wmich are went to t'e snall ports on the
const of the peninsula. i

4. Keraburun Peninsule {rkrokeravnia Ori)

5. Saseno

of a1} the dofonso wsorks cn the island only nine coastel pms at Punta
Nord sero dostroyed I tho Gormons, oll other de "ensos remainin: more

or jess intact. In llarch 1946, the lbenian Cov rnment orderad the
‘@trmantling of the Portificetions but afier eigh: deys of work, durfug
waich all machinery in tho repoir shops tnd a pact of tho olectricity
siation wore removod, a sounter~order was rooeivad and the laborers
Lymediately began to repalr end finish deionses. DBy mid-lupust 1946,

£33 work had finished. ' .

we On 19 hupust 1946 the first comvoy of 12 rafts left Vlenv for Saseno,

' corrying 20 vchicles coverod with canves, accompanied by more than
100 Russian soldiers, Other convoys fcllowed, apparently always
cerrying the sane type o” material and nen. The trucks returned
to Vione sfter & few deyn, empiy, but Dussien soldiors wer: rarely
asen roburning [ron the ialand, Russien unc. stores are stili boing
sent to tro island. hll defonnes bullt by 1talians on the island
ere efficlsnt and parrisoned. 0l1d weepons kave been repoired or

. substitutod with others.

b. There is i dump of ebout 50,000 rines in the island, probubly lifted
from all evor Albania. '

f‘oli co

B. Tho Sccurity of the Stote is the task of tho Tnistry of the Interior.
It is perforned Ly two police hodles:

ST (Divisioni Throjtlos Pomullit) Gendarnerie (Division for the
Defonse of tho Pooplo) .

‘ Drojtorina® e Ibrandoslun (Dirortorate of -the Intorior).
There is aleo.a Polico sclicol as woll as a Prison Dircctorate.

7. DD - Yotal stronbth ig approximately 20,000 and in case of emorgency
could reach 30,000.

Thore arc ten DI'P brijedss, located ns follows:

a, 1lst Tde Tirana
.2nd 3de o Durazzo - I bn. Durezzo
II 3n Xaveje
! I11 Ba Kruje
3rd Bl ’ Vlone ]
4th Bde Scutari )
5th Bde Gjinc'aster
6th Dde Koren
7th Nde Blbasan
3th Bdo Rerat
oth Dde makes
10%h Nde Peshirorije

COITROL -
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b. The brigade has three battalions but the strength of these units
is not stable and varles in accordance with the importance and
size of the area of jurisdiotion. The batteiion at Durazzo has
1,200 men but that in Kavajé has 900 snd the onme in Kruje £00.
A bripade is ocormanded by a Najor and is ofton referred to as a
rogiment.,

¢, Conditions for éntry into the MP require tha qualification
of Partisan or mombership of tho Corrmnist Farty. Recruits sre
on probation for four months bolore being accepted in the DIP,

8. Drejtorinet and Ibrendoshne

This Directorate for the Imterior is a police orzan of political police,
keeping a watch on oll that goes on in the country and ocutside it. All -
its members work in civilian clothes and are Comuissars, Vice-Commissers,
Inspectors, and Vice-Inspectors. They sometimes oporato with the DIP,
who also weer civilian clothes on such occasions. It is formed cf 10
erea Cormends (Szesioni lbrendeshme)}, eamch of which has jurisdiction on
tho province and which is dividod into Commissariats, sub-Commissarists,
Groups and luclei. The main offices of the Dirisetorate are formed of
-political offices, investigation offices, criminil offioces, tax offices,
legel medicire and othors. It is rumored that Russian officials are
actually directing the Interior. Volunteers are admitted into the police
after a course of faur months in the Police Sahe :l.
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